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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Evolution of Practice Transformation

Qazi Azher , MD

Practice transformation is a concept that has been around
for the past decade. Groups like CMS, the AMA and Blue
Cross Blue Shield of Michigan have supported pilot
projects and supplied tools that have led to incremental
changes in areas such as patient-centered medical homes
and telemedicine, among others. In the face of the
COVID-19 pandemic, and once our shuttered practices
re-open in this new, unchartered future, the practice of
medicine will race past these small modifications and will
undergo a full-blown transfiguration. The question is- are
we, as physicians, ready and willing to lead the change?

I believe that physicians are uniquely positioned to help design the future of health care
because of our understanding of the needs of our patients and our unwavering commitment
to seeing those needs met. For far too long, that commitment has been challenged by outside
forces. The precious time spent with our patients has been chipped away by an ever-growing
bureaucratic hammer. Perhaps now with social distancing guidelines and expanded
telemedicine capabilities, some of that time can be recaptured.
In order to make sure that we are at the forefront of this change, we at GCMS must ensure
that the voice of the physician rises above the rest. The best way to do this is to make sure
that organized medicine has an even more active, vibrant base to draw upon for advocacy
support. During this pandemic, your GCMS leadership has played a crucial role in advocating
for you as you courageously fought for your patients. Now, we need the support of our
current members to expand our efforts, making sure that we grow into the largest, most
diverse membership possible to affect the kind of change that our members require and your
patients deserve.
Daniel Day Lewis said, “At some point in your life, if you're lucky, you get to design the way in
which things evolve.” There is no question that the practice of medicine has begun an
evolution- the question is, are we willing to be actively involved in designing that
transformation?
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MEETINGS
Board of Directors, 5/26
6:00 pm, virtual meeting
Legislative Liaison Committee, 6/1
8:00 am, virtual meeting
Practice Managers
8:00 am, GCMS Office
POSTPONED
Community & Environmental Health Committee, 6/10
12:30pm, virtual meeting
Board of Directors, 6/23
6:00pm, details pending
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SB 899 Ensures Physicians are Provided Immunity
Regarding Medical Liability due to COVID-19
For the past few months, physicians across the state have worked tirelessly to better understand this novel
coronavirus and treat the afflicted who are suffering. Every day, they are doing their best to adapt to the
fluid and rapidly changing circumstances surrounding this pandemic, all the while risking their lives and the
lives of their families along the way.
Physicians everywhere are doing their absolute best to provide quality care during an extremely
challenging and nearly unprecedented time, and at the very least, they deserve the protection they need
given these extenuating circumstances.
SB 899 provides that protection—legislation that ensures physicians and other health care providers
responding to the coronavirus pandemic are provided immunity regarding medical liability while working
through these extremely challenging and nearly unprecedented times.
It’s the support and protection Michigan’s health care community needs and deserves. Contact your lawmakers today and urge them to support SB 899.
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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

“The friend in my adversity I shall always
cherish most. I can better trust those who
helped to relieve the gloom of my dark hours
than those who are so ready to enjoy with me
the sunshine of my prosperity.”
– Ulysses S. Grant

at every level of government. We’ve also
worked with our partners to advocate for state
and federal financial support for our members
and their practices, for telehealth equity, and
for liability protection in this unprecedented
situation.
In the days and weeks ahead, we will start to
emerge from these difficult times.

We have all faced the gloom of dark hours over
the past few months as the dramatic impact of
COVID-19 has touched every aspect of our personal and professional lives and the lives of
those that we serve.

As we travel toward an uncharted future, our
newly strengthened bonds will lead us to the
sunshine of our prosperity.

Now, more than ever, the future seems
daunting, with more questions than answers
about how and when to safely return to work,
gather with friends and family, resume our
everyday lives.
In this time of uncertainty, GCMS cherishes for
our solid partnership with our members. We
are both proud and humbled to be your
advocates as you courageously face this pandemic head-on.
Just as you have never wavered in your
commitment to your patients and this
community, we have also been working
tirelessly on your behalf, providing critical
information for your continued safety, the
safety of your patients and the viability of your
practices. GCMS leadership has regularly
teamed up with our partners in organized
medicine, as well as local, state and

Angie Kemppainen, CAE

national experts, to discuss the public health
impact of this pandemic and encourage clear,
evidence-based decision making to key players
MAY 2020
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GUEST EDITORIAL

All in One Page: Prepare your Practice for COVID-19
•

Covid-19 update at Michigan State Medical Society: MSMS

•

Check this for clinics and health care facilities: CDC resources

•

Guidelines to prevent the spread of COVID-19
in your practice: Guides from WHO

•

AMA advice for COVID-19: AMA advice for practices

•

Mental health resources for physicians and other staff:
information from the AMA and
The Center for the Study of Traumatic Stress

•

Minimize exposure and implement standard and transmission-based precautions:
Interim infection prevention and control recommendations

•

How to manage your personal protective equipment (PPE):

•

CDC Strategies for Optimizing PPE and supply of N95 respirators

•

Prioritize urgent and emergency visits to help manage the supply of PPE:
CMS recommendations on non-essential procedures

•

Who should be tested for COVID-19 and how to get them tested:
Evaluating and testing for COVID-19

•

Physicians should immediately notify their local or state health department in the event of
a PUI for COVID-19: Find your state and Genesee County health department contacts

•

Suggestions on management of patients with COVID-19: Clinical guidance from the CDC

•

Currently Available Investigational and therapeutic treatment options: Treatment guidelines
from NIH and CDC

•

Risky population for COVID-19: People at Risk for Serious Illness from COVID-19

•

Return to work for health care workers: Interim CDC guidance (note that federal guidance
may be adapted by state or local health departments to respond to rapidly changing local
circumstances.)

•

Inform travelers: CDC travel notices

•

Medicare providers: CMS Medicare FAQ

•

Coverage and benefits related to COVID-19: CMS Medicaid FAQ

•

CMS Medicare Fact Sheet for TELEMEDICINE

•

AMA quick guide TELEMEDICINE
Edward Christy MD, CMD, FACP, AGSF, FAAHPM, MBA
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For questions or information on how your gift can help support the
charitable activities of your Medical Society Foundation contact
at (810) 733-9923 or email GCMedicalSociety@gmail.com
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Big Changes Coming to Michigan’s New Auto No-Fault Law

You and your patients may have noticed a barrage of communication from your auto insurers in
recent months. That is because on July 2, 2020, Michigan drivers will be presented with new
options for Personal Injury Protection coverage stemming from the 2019 overhaul of Michigan’s
auto no-fault law. WCMS is

sharing the following information to aid our members in weighing their options. We also urge
you to share this information with your patients as they decide on their new Personal Injury
Protection coverage.
Since 1972, Michigan had been one of only 12 auto no-fault states in the U.S. (and the only state
in the
nation that required unlimited lifetime medical coverage in auto insurance policies), meaning
that all victims of motor vehicle accidents were guaranteed payment of insurance benefits,
regardless of fault. The 2019 changes will have serious implications for drivers, victims, and the
medical community. This July, Michigan drivers must select the level of their personal injury
protection coverage- in July 2021, 2022, and 2023, the medical community will be heavily
impacted by new fee schedules that will reduce current charges for
medical care down to Medicare reimbursement rates.
The Coalition Protecting Auto No-Fault (CPAN), is a broad coalition of health care associations
(including MSMS), patient advocates and accident survivors committed to preserving Michigan’s
model auto no-fault insurance system. CPAN opposed the auto no-fault changes and fought to
ensure that the legislation would protect accident victims and drivers, not auto insurance
companies’ profits. Despite this, the law moved swiftly through the legislature without
opportunity for public comment and was signed by the Governor.
In Michigan, drivers are required to carry these three coverages: personal injury protection;
property
protection; and residual liability insurance - bodily injury and property damage. And, though
Michigan is still a no-fault state, this law significantly changes how the insurance system will
operate, and has serious
consequences for physicians and your patients.
Personal Injury Protection (PIP)
Currently, if you are hurt in an auto accident, this part of your no-fault policy will pay all
reasonably necessary medical expenses with no maximum limit. It will also pay up to 85% of the
income you would have earned if you had not been hurt, for up to three years. However, the
amount that you would be paid for lost income is limited and the limit is revised annually.
Michigan Department of Insurance and Financial Services: https://www.michigan.gov/documents/cis_ofis_ip202_25083_7.pdf
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As a result of the changes passed in 2019, it will no longer be mandated that auto insurance
policies include unlimited PIP in your coverage. Drivers will be required to choose between
policies with unlimited PIP coverage, or with PIP lifetime limits of $250,000, $500,000 (limited to
$50,000 for those drivers covered by Medicaid). Seniors on Medicare and individuals covered by
other health insurance with less than a $6,000 deductible can choose not to purchase any PIP
coverage at all.
The revision also required insurers to reduce charges for the PIP component of a customer’s
policy by an average of at least 45% for policies with a $50,000 PIP coverage limit, 35% for
policies with a $250,000 PIP limit, and 20% percent for policies with a $500,000 PIP limit. Those
who choose unlimited PIP coverage would get at least a 10% discount over current rates.
However, there was no mandated length of time that
Reimbursement for medical care given to crash victims will be capped at twice the amount
prescribed for federal Medicare reimbursements (subject to some adjustments). Limits would
also be applied to reimbursements for long term care costs, including a cap of 56 hours a week
on “attendant care” hours provided by friends and relatives, and payments to others capped at
the amounts prescribed by the state’s workers compensation insurance law.
Property Protection (PPI)
No-fault will pay up to $1 million for damage your car does in Michigan to other people’s
property, such as buildings and fences. It will also pay for damage your car does to another
person’s properly parked vehicle. It does not pay for any other damage to cars.
Residual Liability Insurance - Bodily Injury and Property Damage
The no-fault law protects insured persons from being sued as a result of an auto accident except
in certain special situations. In general, you can only be sued:

a. if you cause an accident in Michigan in which someone is killed, seriously injured, or permanently disfigured;
b. if you are involved in an accident in Michigan with a non-resident who is an occupant of a
motor vehicle not registered in Michigan;
c. if you are involved in an accident in another state; or
d. for up to $1,000 if you are 50% or more at fault in an accident which causes damages to another person’s car which are not covered by insurance.
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The required minimum coverage no-fault policy will pay up to certain amounts if a driver is found
legally responsible. Although you may purchase additional coverage with higher limits, the
minimum coverage offers:
Up to $20,000 for a person who is hurt or killed in an accident.
Up to $40,000 for each accident if several people are hurt or killed.
Up to $10,000 for property damage in another state
The 2019 revisions increase from $500 to $3,000 the limit on damages for which a person may
sue under a “mini-tort” exception to the no fault insurance law’s general prohibition on vehicle
crash lawsuits.
Trial lawyers will be prohibited from suing insurance companies for reimbursement claims that
have not been authorized or are not late, or if the attorney improperly solicited a case
(“ambulance chasing”).
Insurers will be prohibited from setting rates on the basis of home ownership, educational level
attained, occupation or credit score (but could use “credit information”). Zip codes would also be
barred as a rate-setting factor, but insurers may still group ratings by 'territory.'
Under current law, Michigan insurance companies must file rate structure changes with the state
but can start using them right away ("file and use"). The bill would require auto insurers to wait
90 days before using new rates they have filed, unless regulators approve them
sooner.
CPAN and its members continue to urge lawmakers that their work on auto insurance reform is
not yet done. Visit CPAN for more information.

MichiganVotes.Org: https://test.michiganvotes.org/2019-SB-1
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