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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dear Fellow Colleagues,

What an exciting time for Genesee County!
This spring Michigan Medical Society has transitioned from the service of 2019-2020 President Bobby Mukkamala, MD to
2020-2021 Michigan State Medical Society President Pino Colone, MD. Both Doctors not only represent Genesee County,
but are also past presidents of Genesee County Medical Society. What an honor it is to have our county represented BACK
TO BACK and reach the highest level of achievement as Presidents of MSMS.
Dr. Bobby Mukkamala ends his term as the MSMS President, and quickly grabs the reigns in becoming the newest chairman
of the American Medical Association Trustee Board. His leadership to Michigan continues both at the AMA, and as a Board
of Directors member at Genesee County Medical Society. As well as practicing Otolaryngology in Genesee County, he continues to serve his beloved community at many different levels, from serving on various boards to volunteering at Covid-19
immunizations sites. We thank him for his services and enthusiastic ability to build the Flint Community!
Dr. Pino Colone began a new chapter as MSMS President this spring. Dr. Colone is a board-certified emergency physician,
who has worked at Hurley Medical Center-Flint and currently works as the Director of Henry Ford-Bloomfield Emergency
Medical Department as well as still serving Genesee County as a member of the Board of Director’s of Genesee County
Medical Society. Dr. Colone was appointed president during the 156 th annual meeting of the MSMS House of Delegates on
May 1, 2021.
These gentlemen believe in advocacy, fighting for Michigan, fighting for you, beyond Genesee County, through Michigan
State Medical Society and through the American Medical Association on the national level.
On behalf of Genesee County, I would like to join with all of the Genesee County Medical Society members to thank them
for the dedication and hard work in bringing all of the issues the Doctors are facing in this unprecedented time.

Friendly,
Sunilkumar Rao, DO,MHA,FACC,FACP
President
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Board of Directors
June 22, 2021 6:00 pm
Practice Managers
July 8th, 2021 9:00 am
Medical Society Foundation
July 21, 2021 6:00 pm
Legislative
September 13, 2021 8:00 am
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

ROSA Total Knee Replacement
Now Offered in Genesee County
One of the greatest gifts in life is the ability
to walk with no pain and no assistance. This
gift is often taken for granted until it is
painful to walk or lost all together. The
ability to walk independently creates
endless opportunities for an individual such
as working, hiking, shopping, vacation, a
long scenic walk.
When I think of the
beautiful places I have walked there are
many that come to my mind. Disney Land is
one of my favorite places to explore and
enjoy
the
beautiful
scenery
and
landscaping. The streets of Toronto are
amazing to traverse, you never know what
you will see or buy.
The gift is taken away from thousands of
people in this country every year. Many
individuals experience constant knee pain
and can no longer walk with any distance.
When daily activity is affected, a surgical
replacement of the knee may be indicated.
Indications for knee replacement include
Osteoarthritis, other types of arthritis, knee
trauma, and sports injury. Non-surgical
treatments are available that may prolong a
surgical procedure. A knee replacement
may be a partial replacement or total. This
is dependent on the condition of the knee
and determined by the orthopedic surgeon.

JUNE 2021

Traditional total knee replacement surgery
involves an orthopedic surgeon extracting
the knee and replacing with a prosthetic
device. The surgeon measures the size of
the prosthesis required and replaces the
knee with the appropriate prosthesis. The
sizing and implant are dependent on the
orthopedic surgeon.
The ROSA (Robotic Surgical Assistant) system
assists the orthopedic surgeon with bone
resections and assesses soft tissues to help
improve the overall success rate of a total
knee replacement. ROSA robotic knee
replacement is ideal for patients with early
to mid-stage osteoarthritis. Osteoarthritis is
a degenerative joint disease that causes
cartilage breakdown in the knee. Common
symptoms include knee pain, stiffness, and
swelling with no improvement with
conservative treatments.
In the preoperative phase the surgeon
obtains multiple x-rays to create a
3-Dimensional image of the knee.
This
allows the surgeon to plan the surgical
procedure exactly to the patient prior to the
actual surgery.
The surgeon guides the
robotic hands of ROSA based on the plan
developed preoperatively. It is a tool used
by the surgeon to ensure the implants'
accuracy.
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A robotic- assisted total knee replacement is not
only precise; it is personalized for each patient.
ROSA uses data collected before and during the
surgery for precision of the procedure. The
orthopedic surgeon utilizes the information from
ROSA to detail the patient’s unique anatomy to
achieve care with accuracy. ROSA gives real-time
information combining data, imaging, and range of
motion assessments during the procedure. The
orthopedic surgeon uses real-time data to enhance
their skills throughout the procedure to ensure
accuracy. Not all patients requiring a total knee
replacement are candidates for the ROSA assisted
procedure.
The ROSA assisted total knee replacement offers a
minimally invasive approach with additional
potential benefits:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Precise implant placement
Decreased risk of pain and complications
Reduced injury to nearby tissues
A fast return to activities of daily living
Increases the longevity of the implant

The ROSA robotic total knee replacement
procedure is currently available at 16 different
hospitals in the state.
I am very pleased ROSA is available in Genesee County.
This article was written in collaboration with
Dr. Paul Telehowski, MD.
For more information, please contact
executivedirector@gcms.org

A small incision with reduced scarring and
minimal bleeding

DAVID HOFF, MA, CCP
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GUEST EDITORIAL

Mongolia, Land of Surprises

Great sights are offered in the land of Genghis Khan. This landlocked country has been under suppressed
rule by its aggressive neighbors. Yet, it has rebound in the last few decades and is now a peaceful and
thriving democracy. A must see for all tourists. Due to the severe weather conditions, not too much can be
grown here. Cabbage and potatoes are staple items. Camels, being the beasts of burden, are for
transportation, for the milk, their hair is used to cover walls and floors to keep the homes warm. Yogurt
from camel milk is frozen to be used during harsh winters.
Roughing it out with my friends in the wilderness was an incredible experience. The people are extremely
friendly. Despite it being a poor country, they did not lack in modern amenities and technology. It was
surprising to see free Wi-Fi offered at public places and even on buses.
Mongolia was full of surprises. A must see for all tourists. We left the country with plenty of fond
memories.

It was a strange feeling to be so close to the
statue of Genghis Khan. I was awestruck by the
gigantic structure in stainless steel. The
elevator inside the structure takes one to
several hundred feet up to get a beautiful view
of the surroundings.
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Posing as a Mongolian Queen

In the vicinity of the Genghis Khan
statue.
Seen behind our group are
Mongolian warriors in bronze.

At the Genghis Khan Square
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We were, truly, touched by our hosts’ hospitality. The efforts taken by them to please us and their happiness on our appreciation
of it was invaluable.

Inside a Buddhist temple

Roughing it out with my friends, in a nomadic village of Mongolia,
was a great experience.

Lakshmi Tummala
JUNE 2021
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ATTENTION: PRACTICE MANAGERS
AND OFFICE STAFF!
Genesee County Medical Society addresses issues of concern
for medical professionals!
Please join GCMS and SOVITA in monthly meetings for
practice managers and office staff of all member physicians.

Please email executivedirector@gcms.org
to receive the zoom meeting invite .
NEXT MEETING DATE:
July 8, 2021 @ 9:00 A.M.
You do not want your Practice Manager to miss out
on these valuable meetings!

&
JUNE 2021
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Do you have an advertising NEED?
•

Are you a Physician and you are a member of
GCMS and you have a new practice in Michigan?

•

Do you have a medical practice and you are a
member of GCMS and your office has relocated?

•

Do you have a business that serves Michigan and
business slow?
Let Genesee County Medical Society help!

Genesee County Medical Society Bulletin
(ONLINE MAGAZINE)
Your ad will be featured in the Genesee County Medical Society monthly bulletin that is provided to
1,500+ viewers. The Bulletin can also be found on the GCMS website, and is also published
through Calameo virtual magazine. (HTTPS://En.Calameo.com/)

1/4-page ad $100/month
1/2-page ad $195/month
3/4-page ad $290/month
Full page ad $350/month
A link to the business website or email can be added for NO additional fee.

to connect with GCMS, we can provide your advertising needs!

**all ads placed by Physicians or Medical Practices must have a GCMS membership.
JUNE 2021
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Registration for Covid19 Vaccination

Genesee County COVID vaccine Registration: Click Here
Genesee County COVID vaccine Registration by Telephone: 810 600 0617
Healthcare provider seeking to have your staff vaccinated, please fill out
this form and email it to tojohnson@gchd.us.
Meijer COVID vaccine Registration: Click Here
Rite Aid COVID vaccine Registration: Click Here
McLaren Heath care/ Karmanos 65 + COVID vaccine Signup: Click Here
Valley Area Agency on Aging: for elderly call 810 239 7671
FORM to Take to the Vaccine Appointments: Click Here
Residents who don’t have access to the internet or who need assistance navigating the
vaccine scheduling process can call the COVID-19 Hotline at 888-535-6136 (press 1)
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday 8 a.m. to 1 p.m.
CDC Vaccine Information: Click Here
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For Daily Genesee County Covid-19 Numbers

For Reporting

For State of Michigan Covid-19 Information
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Volunteer Sign Up – COVID-19 Vaccine Clinic
The Genesee County Health Department is looking for volunteers to assist in the delivery
of COVID-19 vaccine throughout Genesee County. Please follow the steps below if you
are at least 18 years old and interested in volunteering at an upcoming GCHD COVID-19
Vaccine Clinic.
Submitting a volunteer application alone will not confirm you as a volunteer.
Volunteer opportunities are available at our Burton Branch and at various TBD community locations.
Step 1 – CLICK HERE to complete volunteer application (You must be at least 18 years old to volunteer)
Step 2 – Your application will be processed (We are experiencing a high number of applications at this
time. Applications may take 2-3 weeks to process.)
Step 3 – Once your application has been processed, you will receive an email confirming your volunteer
status. This email will provide instructions on how to select a volunteer date and time.
Vaccines for volunteers may be available if there are appointment cancellations, but cancellations
are rare and there is no guarantee of this availability. To be eligible for vaccine, volunteers must live or
work in Genesee County.

Have a question about volunteering? Visit our Volunteer FAQ here
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Genesee County May Receive a Much Larger Supply of
COVID Vaccinations to Distribute!

Your Genesee County Practice Can Help :

•

If your Physician’s Office/Practice is in the MICR system & approved to give
COVID-19 vaccinations.

•

If your Physician’s Office/Practice would like to give the Covid-19 vaccination, but
is not currently in the MICR system or is not approved for COVID vaccinations,
please contact Genesee County Health Department to get registered.
If your Genesee County Practice is interested, please have them contact
Joanne Herman @ Joanne.herman76@gmail.com
Let’s come together to help the most vulnerable patients get vaccinated!
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