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Our Mission
The mission of the Genesee County Medical Society is leadership, advocacy, education, and service on behalf of its members and
their patients.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
PLEASE NOTE
The GCMS Nominating Committee seeks input from members for nominations for the GCMS Presidential Citation for Lifetime
Community Service. The Committee would like to be made aware of candidates for consideration.
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President’s Message
Greetings Members!
The term Doctor originated from the Latin word Docere, which means to teach, mainly in relation to
theology. Later the use expanded to teachers of various disciplines including music. In the expansion of
Universities, the term was limited to people who earned a degree of Doctor of Philosophy from a University. In
addition the term was used for people who treat disease and later people who earned a degree of a Doctor of
Medicine. There came a period of time when other unqualified professionals adopted the term doctor and it
was decided that Doctors of Medicine will use the title MD or DO to distinguish them with their degrees. These
changes followed extensive discussions both IN THE US and across the Atlantic. The goal was to protect the
public from confusion and exploitation by unqualified people when they seek healthcare.
Similar problems are happening these days with the vast numbers of midlevel health care providers from
Nurse Practitioners and Physician Assistants graduating from a large number of schools (whom allow graduation
using virtual online class requirements). Lately Physicians assistants voted to change their name to Physicians
Associate. It Is difficult to comprehend the goal of having their credentialing title changed, but it is quite
predictable that having a credentialing title change will create more confusion in the minds of healthcare
recipients. Moreover, some midlevel providers are obtaining PhD degrees and obtaining the title of doctor.
Nothing is more confusing than that. We all know the level of Education and the type of training they receive and
the quality of that training does not qualify them to be called Doctors of Medicine, even though 22 States now
recognize Nurse Practitioners as Independent Providers (that is a discussion for another day). It is enough to
know that most midlevel provider schools leave them to secure their clinical training by themselves. I came
across a Physician Assistant whose clinical training included only one in a hospital and another month in an
urgent care then graduated.

In the 19th century the BMJ wrote that : anyone wanting the right to the title of "Doctor" could gain it
"with a five-shilling degree of Doctor of Philosophy" from abroad. Because of Physicians shortages, but mainly
because of economic reasons, we see that employers are using mid level providers more and more, but
sometimes in areas where more qualified Physicians are needed like emergency medicine. In fact, this has
affected the employment of Emergency Physicians nowadays in a significant degree. If we take into
consideration that three out of every four Physicians is employed it is quite foreseeable that unless we take a
strong stance, the term provider will stick with us. Especially by administrators in the healthcare field.
“Physicians are not providers" : in an Open Letter to the AMA two physicians ended their piece with the
following plea: “The word 'provider' is a non-specific and nondescript term that confers little meaning. Dec 16,
2019.

The title Doctor, we have to assert, was not a gift given to us by anybody and it is not a military rank or a
privilege that is bestowed on us by anybody. It is a degree that we earned through hard work and learning and
knowledge and a degree we are proud of , designating us as members and guardians of our noble profession. It
is not a favor we are asking from anybody . We have to applaud the amended resolution by the Michigan State
Medical Society which activity efforts to diminish the qualification and training of Physicians by calling them
medical providers, team members, Healthcare Providers or any other reference in lieu of the legal title of
Physician or Doctor.
Sincerely,
Khalid Ahmed, MD
GCMS President
MAY 2022
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Board of Directors
May 24, 2022
6:00 p.m.
*via Zoom
Legislative Liaison
June 6, 2022
8:00 a.m.
*via Zoom
Practice Managers
June 9 , 2022
9:00 a.m.
*via Zoom
Medical Society Foundation
June 15, 2022
6:00 p.m.
*via Zoom
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Michigan State Medical Society House of Delegates 2022
The Michigan State Medical Society (MSMS) has successfully completed the 157 meeting of the House of
Delegates (HOD). The meeting was held April 30 – May 1, 2022 at the Radisson in Kalamazoo. I had the
distinct honor of receiving an invitation to this historic event. I represented the Genesee County Medical
Society as the county Executive.
th

Genesee County Medical Society had a total of 9 attendees:
Dr. Venkat Rao
Dr. Rama Rao
Dr Edward Christy
Dr Khalid Ahmed
Dr Nita Kulkarni District Director VI
Dr. Bobby Mukkamala (Immediate past President)
Dr. Paul Kocheril
Dr. John Waters
David Hoff MA, CCP
Dr. Pino Colone (President Absent)
Friday April 29, 2022 all of the County Executive Directors throughout the state met & discussed how the
HOD operates and what to expect. A walk through was performed discussing the procedure of the
HOD. The statewide county executives gathered in a pub and exchanged ideas, problems, and words of
wisdom.
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The first picture includes a photo bomb from Dr. Michael Chafty of Kalamazoo.
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Saturday April 30th was a great experience.
Resolutions that had been submitted were discussed and testimony given.
Dr. Edward Christy served on the Internal Affairs and Bylaws Reference committee.
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Dr Rama Rao served on the Public Health Reference Committee.
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Dr Venkat Rao gave testimony with support for the resolution submitted by GCMS.
The resolution submitted by GCMS had good discussion and passed.
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Dr Bobby Mukkamala Immediate Past President delivered a heartwarming presentation.
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Dr John Waters the MSMS Treasurer delivered the financial report.

MAY 2022

THE GCMS BULLETIN

14

Dr. Nita Kulkarni District Director VI (photos from 2019)

MAY 2022

THE GCMS BULLETIN

15

Sunday May 1 the resolutions were voted on. The majority of all resolutions passed.
After almost two years of Zoom meetings with the MSMS, I finally had an opportunity to meet the
MSMS staff in person.

I would like to thank the MSMS staff for their support and guidance:
Julie Novak
Ben Louagie
Kevin McFatridge
Rebecca Blake
Joshua Richmond
Josiah Kissling
Jennifer Finney
Carrie Wheeler
Stacey Hettiger
Scott Kempa
Dr Thomas Veverka from Saginaw was inaugurated as the new President of MSMS.
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GCMS at the House of Delegates:
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Attending the 157 House of Delegates was a fantastic experience. I look forward to attending the HOD in 2023.
th

DAVID HOFF, MA, CCP
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AMA Turns 175
May 2022

AMA at 175: Our national partner contributing to Genesee County Medical Society’s
success
The gains we constantly make in diagnosing and treating illness and injury are easy to take for granted – until we
realize just how far organized medicine has advanced since the mid-1800s, when bloodletting and blistering
helped place “bodily humors” back into balance.
Today, next-generation mRNA vaccines and groundbreaking advancements in gene therapy are just two
examples demonstrating our tremendous progress in restoring health and maintaining wellness for all, which
also means dismantling the structural and social drivers of health inequities.
The American Medical Association (AMA), which marks the 175th anniversary of its founding in May 2022, helps
propel the science and research that drives organized medicine forward through advocacy and innovation built
around the world’s first-ever code of medical ethics. The AMA’s work to both standardize and modernize
medical education and physician training are key elements in meeting its mission to promote the art and science
of medicine and the betterment of public health.
As not only an individual membership association, but the convening national body of medicine through its
House of Delegates – comprised of more than 190 state and specialty medical societies and other critical
stakeholders – the AMA is the nation’s largest and most influential medical organization. The policies adopted by
the House of Delegates underpin its advocacy and guide ethical medical practice for millions of physicians in the
U.S. and around the world.
Delegates selected by the state medical associations, medical specialty societies, national medical organizations
and other recognized constituent associations that comprise the AMA House of Delegates meet twice each year
to shape AMA policy and prioritize initiatives in medical education, ethical and judicial affairs, public health,
diversity and inclusion, and a host of other subjects.

Genesee County Medical Society has been proud to partner with the AMA for decades! Not only is the
history of Genesee County Medical Society’s support of physicians and advancing public health in
conjunction with the AMA impressive, some of our GCMS Physicians have served on the
Governing Council and Senior positions on the AMA Board.
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Since the earliest days of its founding, the AMA and its state and specialty medical association partners have put
patients first – from our earliest efforts to protect the public from medical quackery and fraudulent “medicines”
that were ineffective at best and life-threatening at worst. Over the years, we have spoken for physicians in a
unified voice in championing vaccine safety and efficacy, confirming the harmful effects of tobacco use while
helping ban smoking on airliners, and advocating for seat belts as standard equipment in vehicles, among other
initiatives.
The AMA continues to fulfill its mission by working to remove obstacles to patient care, leading the charge to
prevent chronic disease and confront public health crises, and driving the future of medicine through innovation
and improved physician training and education.
While the AMA can be rightfully proud of its contributions to organized medicine, the organization has also
owned up to the fact that some of its prior actions and policies helped create many of the disparities and
inequities in health that persist today. The AMA has acknowledged these mistakes and is working collaboratively
to eliminate inequities throughout health care in order to achieve optimal health for all.
As the AMA marks its 175th anniversary, its leadership is grateful for the contributions of time and volunteer
service by millions of physician members who have advanced its mission over generations while working
tirelessly to improve the health of their patients, communities, and our nation.
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Governor's Service Awards
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer and the Michigan Community Service Commission are pleased to honor 10
winners of the 2020/2021 Governor's Service Awards who supported significant needs and made a
difference in food distribution, health or supporting other community issues during the pandemic.
“Through the historic challenges of the last couple of years, countless Michiganders stepped up to
support their loved ones. On National Volunteer Recognition Day, we acknowledge those individuals,
businesses, and organizations that went above and beyond, selflessly devoting their time and
resources to make a difference for their fellow Michiganders,” said Gov. Whitmer. “The 10 individuals
receiving the Governor’s Service Awards this year helped strengthen our communities by feeding
families, administering vaccines, supporting local businesses, mentoring young people, and so much
more. We should strive to live up to the example they have set and continue helping one another
because tough times don’t last, but tough people do.”

To recognize those who go above and beyond, the Governor's Service Awards have been
presented since 1994. For nearly 30 years, the Michigan Community Service Commission has
supported Michigan volunteers, organizations and businesses that are committed to service and play a
critical role in improving the lives of people and our communities.
Nominations are open for the 2022 Governor’s Service Awards and can be found at 2022 Governor's
Service Awards Survey (research.net)

COVID-19 Governor's Service Awards Winners:
Dr. Bobby Mukkamala, Dr. Delicia Pruitt, Hugh Mahler, Jenna Arcidiacono,
Lisa Jahnke, Pat Munshaw, Dr. Phil Knight, Priscilla Bordayo,
Rebeka Islam, and Vivian Murray
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Dr. Bobby Mukkamala
-Flint
In the early stages of the COVID-19 pandemic, Dr. Bobby Mukkamala—an otolaryngologist - head and
neck surgeon—jumped into action and found several ways to support the Flint Community.
He heard people were reluctant to be swabbed for COVID-19 tests. With his job, he was used to
swabbing noses, so he began teaching others administering the tests how to do so in a less painful,
more comfortable way. Dr. Bobby began volunteering at testing facilities and mobile testing vans all
over his community.
“It felt great to be useful when everything was shut down and despair and fear was everywhere,” said
Bobby. “I saw my peers on the front lines fearing for their own lives and that of their families while
continuing to take care of the sickest among us. I did not have to make that sacrifice but wanted to do
anything I could to prevent excess loss of life and stress on the health care system.”
After helping with test sites, Bobby felt inspired to make masks with his son, a bioengineering student
at the University of Michigan. He had a dozen 3D printers he had purchased to donate to Flint schools,
but they weren’t yet ready for them, so together, the two started printing N95-equivalent masks when
they were in short supply.
“We set them up in our dining room and ran them around the clock for weeks. Healthcare workers
would stop by the house at all hours to get some protection since their lives were truly at risk,” he said.
Dr. Bobby also distributed materials and printers throughout the community so other local makers
could help grow the supply of personal protection equipment (PPE). When PPE was more plentiful, he
shifted his work to vaccination efforts.

“I was concerned about the level of politicization of science I was seeing. For the first time ever, I saw
the widespread influence of politics on individuals' health care decisions,” he said. “I did whatever I
could to share the actual science so my community could make the important vaccination decision in a
way that was based on our best available data instead of the most popular media.”
Bobby’s volunteer efforts aren’t limited to the COVID-19 pandemic. Mukkamala is a Flint staple, and
he also strives to help revitalize Flint and keep Genesee County. He served with the Community
Foundation of Greater Flint and the CRIM Fitness Foundation.
He serves with United Way and Big Brothers Big Sisters, volunteers with the Health Occupations
Student Association at Powers Catholic High School, and tutors high school students for the ACT test.

Bobby has also served on the Genesee County Medical Society, Michigan State Medical
Society, and the American Medical Association, Additionally, he is an appointee to Governor
Whitmer’s Protect Michigan Commission.
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9:00 A.M.
Via Zoom

ATTENTION: PRACTICE MANAGERS
AND OFFICE STAFF!
Genesee County Medical Society addresses issues of concern
for medical professionals!
Please join GCMS and SOVITA in monthly meetings for
practice managers and office staff of all member physicians.

Please email executivedirector@gcms.org to RSVP,
YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZOOM INVITE
NEXT MEETING DATE:
June 9, 2022 9:00 A.M.

You do not want your Practice Manager to miss out
on these valuable meetings!

MAY 2022

&

THE GCMS BULLETIN

26

MAY 2022

THE GCMS BULLETIN

27

THE ALLIANCE FOCUS
Healthy Diet Lifestyles
The Genesee County Medical Society Alliance held their April membership meeting at Ruggero’s in Flint
township. Past President Liesbeth Fernandez, a registered dietician with a twenty five experience, gave
a very interesting and informative talk on healthy diet lifestyles. She spoke on the ideal foods with right
portions to consume and maintain an active lifestyle. It was supported with a slide show. The talk was
followed by lunch, enjoyed by a good turnout of members.

Marty Antell & Barb Pougnet

Anjali Misra & Elizabeth Jordan

Speaker, Past President Liesbeth Fernandez

Kathy Cox & Judy McLeod

Subhadra Aysola, Kee Kang and Cheryl Thoms
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Do you have an advertising NEED?
•

Are you a Physician and you are a member of
GCMS and you have a new practice in Michigan?

•

Do you have a medical practice and you are a
member of GCMS and your office has relocated?

•

Do you have a business that serves Michigan and
business slow?
Let Genesee County Medical Society help!

Genesee County Medical Society Bulletin
(ONLINE MAGAZINE)
Your ad will be featured in the Genesee County Medical Society monthly bulletin that is provided to
1,500+ viewers. The Bulletin can also be found on the GCMS website, and is also published
through Calameo virtual magazine. (HTTPS://En.Calameo.com/)

1/4-page ad $100/month
1/2-page ad $195/month
3/4-page ad $290/month
Full page ad $350/month
A link to the business website or email can be added for NO additional fee.

to connect with GCMS, we can provide your advertising needs!

**all ads placed by Physicians or Medical Practices must have a GCMS membership.
MAY 2022
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Urge Your Senator to Support
the Medicaid Primary Care Rate
Increase
Budget season in Lansing is in full swing. The Governor presented her budget to the
legislature earlier this year and now the House and Senate are working their budgets through
their respective chambers. Once the House and Senate pass proposals, negotiations will
begin between the legislature and Governor on a final agreement prior to the July first budget
deadline.
The Senate MDHHS Subcommittee recently adopted a budget proposal initiated by MSMS
which included two new programs aimed at assisting primary care providers as we emerge
from the COVID-19 pandemic. The first of these programs is for practices in smaller counties
that are facing access to care struggles. The goal would be to infuse these practices with
capital, allowing them to get on their financial feet and thrive in their local community long
term. The second initiative is a Medicaid uplift for primary care providers. The uplift would total
$15 million in general funds and nearly $100 million once federal dollars are included.
The inclusion of these items is a significant development, and we are excited to see that the
Senate is actively looking for ways to be supportive of physicians and primary care
services. However, it is also important to note that this is the first step in a negotiation
process that will play out over the next six to eight weeks and this language could still
change. The MSMS Advocacy team will continue to work with the legislature as negotiations
continue.
Please consider sending a letter to your Senator asking for support>>
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For Daily Genesee County Covid-19 Numbers

For Reporting

For State of Michigan Covid-19 Information
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Your Membership at Work


GCMS Practice Managers met with Genesee County Free
Medical Clinic to discuss programs available and ways
we can help as a community.



GCMS helped Genesee County residents with contacts,
resources and explanations.



GCMS Board members and General Body joined together
in discussing CMS split billing at the May 12, 2022
Town Hall meeting with presenter Jill Young from
Young Medical Consulting, LLC



GCMS /MSF collaborates with Genesee County Medical
Society Alliance to plan the 2022 fundraiser to raise
money for an endowment fund for medical/nursing
students.



GCMS Board members attended the House of Delegates
meeting in Kalamazoo to advocate for you!
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Guest Article

Advances in Vascular Surgery

Vascular Surgery typically encompasses all blood vessels with the exception of cranial and cardiac
vessels. Michigan Vascular Center has been at the forefront of vascular disease in Michigan for over 60 years
now by being active in clinical trials and pioneering new technology. The latest buzz is less invasive or
minimally invasive surgery, but is this really better for patients? Most of the time yes, the less invasive, the
better, however patients need to understand that there are limitations. Take for example Abdominal Aortic
Aneurysm repair. Traditionally this surgery would be one of the biggest a patient could undergo but since less
invasive aneurysm repair has progressed in the last 20 years, we can sometimes perform this case with a
needle puncture in both groins and discharge the patient in 24 hours. Keep in mind, this is the largest blood
vessel in the body and that rupture of this vessel can result in death in minutes. The limitations of having the
procedure are based on someone’s anatomy, including how straight their blood vessels are, how much har
dening of the artery is present and how normal the artery is above or below the weakened area. Furthermore,
patients will need to understand that the follow up for the less invasive treatment is more intense as we have
strengthened the artery but not removed the aneurysm. Less invasive methods are also available for removing
plaque from leg arteries as well and although this is done in a morning and home the same afternoon, the
likelihood of needing further treatments is higher than other options. The latest technology that we have been
involved in clinical trials with is creating fistulas for dialysis with only needle punctures and not performing
open surgery. These too work best in a very limited number of patients but are early in their use and have
improved significantly in the last two years. Finally, carotid stenting has improved dramatically and no longer is
open surgery the only option for carotid plaque that threatens to cause a stroke. A vascular surgeon can now
consider a one inch incision near the collar bone or even a needle puncture in the groin to treat carotid
disease. Although initially stroke rates were slightly higher for carotid stenting, new advances in stenting
devices have reduced this risk significantly. Vascular Surgery is advancing quickly and the most important thing
for patient care would be to have every option available for decision making.

Written by and views of:
Joe M. Jacot PAC, MBA
Chief Executive Officer
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