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A Successful Fall 2022 Town Hall Meeting – Implicit Bias Training

New Bivalent Booster Vaccination FDA Approved
Join AMA in Private Practice Simple Solutions

26th Annual Conference on Bioethics—BCBSM Foundation

Thank you to Dr. Jennifer Edwards-Johnson for a great Implicit Bias Training!
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President’s Message
Dear Members,

In recent news, the authorization for the Bivalent formulations has been approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration for
use as a single booster dose at least two months following primary or booster vaccination. The bivalent vaccines (updated
boosters) contain two messenger RNA (mRNA) components of SARS-CoV-2 virus, one of the original strain of SARS-CoV-2
and the other one in common between the BA.4 and BA.5 lineages of the omicron variant of SARS-CoV-2.
The Moderna COVID-19 Vaccine, Bivalent, is authorized for use as a single booster dose in individuals 18 years of age and older.
The Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine, Bivalent, is authorized for use as a single booster dose in individuals 12 years of age
and older.
According to the FDA, this is what you need to know:
• The authorized bivalent COVID-19 vaccines, or updated boosters, include an mRNA component of the original strain to
provide an immune response that is broadly protective against COVID-19 and an mRNA component in common between the
omicron variant BA.4 and BA.5 lineages to provide better protection against COVID-19 caused by the omicron variant.
• The BA.4 and BA.5 lineages of the omicron variant are currently causing most cases of COVID-19 in the U.S. and are
predicted to circulate this fall and winter. In June, the agency’s Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee
voted overwhelmingly to include an omicron component in COVID-19 booster vaccines.
• For each bivalent COVID-19 vaccine, the FDA based its decision on the totality of available evidence, including extensive
safety and effectiveness data for each of the monovalent mRNA COVID-19 vaccines, safety and immunogenicity data obtained
from a clinical study of a bivalent COVID-19 vaccine that contained mRNA from omicron variant BA.1 lineage that is similar
to each of the vaccines being authorized, and nonclinical data obtained using a bivalent COVID-19 vaccine that contained mRNA
of the original strain and mRNA in common between the BA.4 and BA.5 lineages of the omicron variant.
• Based on the data supporting each of these authorizations, the bivalent COVID-19 vaccines are
expected to provide
increased protection against the currently circulating omicron variant. Individuals who receive a bivalent COVID-19 vaccine may
experience side effects commonly reported by individuals who receive authorized or approved monovalent mRNA COVID-19
vaccines.
• With the authorization, the monovalent mRNA COVID-19 vaccines are not authorized as booster doses for individuals 12
years of age and older.
“This is great news as we go into the fall and winter when we expect cases of COVID-19 to increase,” said Dr. Natasha
Bagdasarian, Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) Chief Medical Executive. “The bivalent booster
will help fight the Omicron subvariants, including BA.4 and 5. COVID-19 vaccines remain our best defense against the virus, and
we recommend all Michiganders stay up to date.”
I could not agree more, stay healthy Genesee County!

Sincerely,
Dr. Khalid Ahmed
September 2022
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Medical Society Foundation
September 21, 2022
6:00 p.m.
*via Zoom

Board of Directors
September 27, 2022
6:00 p.m.
*via Zoom

Practice Managers
October 13, 2022
9:00 a.m.
*via Zoom
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE
Genesee County Medical Society Offers First Webinar Town Hall Meeting

On June 1, 2022 the State of Michigan through LARA imposed a new licensure requirement. Most
professions applying for a new or renewed Michigan license are now required to have obtained Implicit
Bias Training. The Genesee County Medical Society made the decision to host a virtual Town Hall
Meeting to provide Implicit Bias Training for all GCMS members at no charge. The meeting was made
available to non-members for a nominal fee.
The GCMS Town Hall Meeting was organized as a virtual Zoom meeting. It became obvious early in the
registration process, that GCMS would exceed the Zoom capability of 100 attendees. The Town Hall
Meeting was discussed with the Michigan State Medical Society. MSMS allowed GCMS to utilize their
Zoom webinar account which could accommodate up to 1000 attendees.
This was the first ever GCMS webinar, hosted by David Hoff & Rebecca Blake of MSMS. Dr. Jennifer
Edwards-Johnson presented the 2-hour Implicit Bias training course.
Dr. Edwards-Johnson was very interactive with the attendees utilizing the chat feature. The interaction
through the chat was very engaging with the attendees throughout the presentation.

This was the highest attended GCMS Town Hall Meeting ever. There were over 215 registered
attendees for the meeting. During the webinar GCMS had just under 200 attendees logged into the
webinar.
The first ever GCMS webinar Town Hall Meeting was an overwhelming success.
participate from Genesee, Lansing, Lapeer, Jackson, and Oakland County.

We had attendees

This meeting was a tremendous benefit to our members and the community.
organizing another webinar in 2023.

GCMS will consider

I would like to thank Dr. Jennifer Edwards – Johnson and Rebecca Blake for an outstanding meeting.

If you have any suggestions for future meetings, please contact executivedirector@gcms.org

DAVID HOFF, MA, CCP
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26th Annual Conference on Bioethics

Supported by the Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan Foundation
September 2022
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The practice of medicine entails many moral dilemmas. The intersection of personal and professional values raises
significant questions about the rights and obligations of physicians in both clinical encounters and society at
large. Many of these tensions have been brought into particularly sharp relief by the recent pandemic and social unrest. To address the changing landscape of medicine in these challenging times, the MSMS 26th Annual Conference
on Bioethics will focus on Contemporary Challenges in Clinical Bioethics. Conference sessions will focus on contemporary moral dilemmas facing physicians todays, such as ethical obligations related to pain management, pediatric
palliative and hospice care, marginalized patient and clinical communication, and the assessment of decisional capacity in non-verbal and non-communicative patients.
When registering be sure to select in-person or virtual attendance.
You can download our Keynote Speaker Dov Fox's article on Medical Disobedience here Medical Disobedience Abstract

Sheraton Ann Arbor

Location

Registration Fees:
Members - $50
Non-members - $100
Students and residents - Free
Statement of Accreditation
The Michigan State Medical Society (MSMS) is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME)
to provide continuing medical education for physicians.
AMA Credit Designation Statement
The MSMS designates this live activity for a maximum of 6 AMA PRA Category Credit (s)™. Physicians should claim only the credit
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

September 2022
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Please consider partnering with GCMS on a President’s Ball Sponsorship!
However, Individual tickets will be sold in the near future.
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Webinar

AMA Private Practice Simple Solutions: Team Documentation
Oct 18, 2022
Virtual
September 2022
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9:00 A.M.
Via Zoom

ATTENTION: PRACTICE MANAGERS
AND OFFICE STAFF!
Genesee County Medical Society addresses issues of concern
for medical professionals!
Please join GCMS and SOVITA in monthly meetings for

practice managers and office staff of all member physicians.

Please email executivedirector@gcms.org to RSVP,
YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZOOM INVITE
NEXT MEETING DATE:
October 13, 2022 9:00 A.M.

You do not want your Practice Manager to miss out
on these valuable meetings!

September 2022

&

THE GCMS BULLETIN

16

September 2022

THE GCMS BULLETIN

17

THE ALLIANCE FOCUS
Reach Out and Reach
Genesee Intermediate Early Learning Programs span 21 school districts within Genesee
County. Head Start (Federal funds) serves the lowest economic and youngest group of
children (6 weeks to 5 years old - prior to K). Great Start Readiness (State of MI funds) serves
4-year-olds entering Kindergarten the following year. These programs are free to families.
Research shows that it is prior to school that children get the foundational skills they need to
learn to read. The programs have just completed an audit of the reading material they currently
have in the classrooms and find that they are lacking in current books that show diverse
characters. For example, books with pictures, paintings, or even comic characters representing
diverse families, cultures, and people are missing from the shelves. If the classrooms have any
books, they may include some girls of color but no or only one boy of color. There are many
books that solve this problem, but they are new - printed within the last 10 years and the
classrooms do not have them. If they do have them, they are few and far between. They have
received gifts of books to share with families and those usually are about animals or families
that do not represent the current clientele.
The Intermediate school district is committed to changing the reading materials for the children.
They requested my help to get them a resource list which I have done. They have scheduled a
meeting with me on September 12th to discuss help in paying for some of the books.
Remember, we are talking about 21 school districts.

Reach Out and Read is an important project of the Michigan State Medical Society Alliance.
The Genesee County Medical Society Alliance has been involved with the project for several
decades. Under the project, we distribute books to schools in order to help students improve
their reading skills and secure higher grades. In the past, the Alliance received funding from
McLaren Foundation-Flint which helped us purchase books to distribute to area schools for two
consecutive years. However, last year, McLaren declined to fund the project. Hence, the
Alliance budgeted $1,000 which was matched by another organization to purchase and
distribute books for the Boys and Girls Clubs of Flint. I hope to receive similar much-needed
funding from the Alliance this year as well. I am assured by at least a couple of other
organizations that, if we can donate $1,000.00 this year, they will support the effort with
matching grants.
GISD has also extended an invitation to GCMSA to hold their November meeting at their
newest site - Educare which is located across from Kettering University next to Duran Tuuri
Mott. There is a conference room large enough for us to meet and we can also tour the
building to see an example of the most modern childcare building and programming available
for children today. The tentative date offered is November 15, 2022, with a time frame of 9:30
am to 1:00 pm.
Elizabeth Jordan
Chairperson
Reach Out and Read
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Do you have an advertising NEED?
•

Are you a Physician and you are a member of
GCMS and you have a new practice in Michigan?

•

Do you have a medical practice and you are a
member of GCMS and your office has relocated?

•

Do you have a business that serves Michigan and
business slow?

Let Genesee County Medical Society help!

Genesee County Medical Society Bulletin
(ONLINE MAGAZINE)
Your ad will be featured in the Genesee County Medical Society monthly bulletin that is provided to
1,500+ viewers. The Bulletin can also be found on the GCMS website, and is also published
through Calameo virtual magazine. (HTTPS://En.Calameo.com/)

1/2-page ad $195/month
3/4-page ad $290/month
Full page ad $350/month
A link to the business website or email can be added for NO additional fee.

to connect with GCMS, we can provide your advertising needs!

**all ads placed by Physicians or Medical Practices must have a GCMS membership.

September 2022
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For Daily Genesee County Covid-19 Numbers

For Reporting

For State of Michigan Covid-19 Information
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Your Membership at Work


GCMS staff helped Genesee County residents
with contacts, resources and explanations.



GCMS continues planning and obtaining grants
and sponsors for 2022 President’s Ball.
Get your tickets NOW! Date: November 19, 2022



GCMS held a virtual Implicit Bias Training at
the September Town Hall meeting and provided
members and non-members the ability to earn
CME credits! Thank you to Rebeca Blake and
Dr. Jennifer Edwards-Johnson!



GCMS Project Managers received great
resources to provide their offices with
virtual interpreting services to help with
ADA compliance and practice excellence.

September 2022
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Guest Article
Geriatric Fragility Fractures
As an orthopedic traumatologist, when you are asked to give a public service announcement, the usual
answers are 1) wear a helmet while riding a bicycle, 2) don’t text and drive, 3) don’t drink and drive, 4) watch out
for motorcycles, and 5) stay off high ladders and roofs. I believe there is an even larger growing epidemic in the
orthopedic trauma world: geriatric fragility fractures. An aging population attempting to maintain their
independence longer has led to an increase in complex fragility fractures. The World Health Organization defines
a fragility fracture as “A fracture caused by injury that would be insufficient to fracture normal bone; the result of
reduced compressive and/or torsional strength of bone”. These are fractures from no identifiable trauma or low
energy mechanisms like falling from a standing height. Fragility fractures typically result from osteoporosis.
National Osteoporosis Foundation describes osteoporosis as a bone disease in which the body loses too much
bone, makes too little bone, or both resulting in brittle weaker bone.
In 2006, around 9 million osteoporotic fractures occurred worldwide. That is a fracture every 3 seconds 1.
It was predicted that the rate of worldwide fragility hip fractures would reach 2.6 million per year by 2025 and 4.5
million per year by 20502. One year mortality ranges from 15 to 30% for fragility hip fractures with 50% of them
occurring within 3 months from the fracture. Although males account for only 25% of the fragility hip fractures
one year mortality risk is 20% greater in men than women. Common fragility fractures include distal radius
fractures, vertebral compression fractures, and hip fractures.
If a patient sustains a fragility fracture, a workup for primary and secondary osteoporosis should be
started. A dexa scan is the typical diagnostic tool to identify osteoporosis with a T-score of less than -2.5 as a
cutoff. Once a workup for primary or secondary causes of osteoporosis is complete, it is helpful to look at the risk
of s0ustaining a subsequent fragility fracture to determine if medicinal treatment is required. A free online risk
assessment tool is available (Fracture Risk Assessment Tool (FRAX) [https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/FRAX/
tool.aspx]).
Given that there is an imbalance of ratio of Bone Resorption to Bone Building, treatment targets one side
of the equation or the other. There are antiresorptive medications like Bisphosphonates, SERMS, Estrogen,
Calcitonin, and Denosumab. There are also bone building stimulants like Recombinant Parathyroid Hormone,
Romosozumab, and Strontium ranelate. Nonmedicinal treatments such as a low impact weight bearing exercise
program has also been shown to be helpful.
Bisphosponates are the most widely used for treatment of osteoporosis and
have been shown to decrease subsequent fragility fractures in the short term. Long
term benefit is up for debate. It is recommended to reassess patient risk every 3-5
years. Use of bisphosophonates greater than 5 years carries risks of osteonecrosis of
the jaw and pathologic subtrochanteric femur fractures. Often a bisphosphonate
holiday is recommended after 10 years (oral) and 6 years (IV) of bisphosphonate use.
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Dr. Devinder K. Bharany
Doctor and adored husband and father, Devinder (Dev) K. Bhrany’s love of life did not come to an end
with his death. Dev passed away on August 30th, 2022 at the age of 77. He was surrounded by loved
ones who will continue to honor his legacy by paying it forward, smiling and telling jokes.

To some, Dev was born on April 1st, 1944. But to those not fooled by him, he was born on November
26th, 1944 in Amritsar, India, to Vishwanath and Shukuntula Sneha Bhrany. He earned his medical
degree from Government Medical College in Amritsar in 1969. He had the fortune to move to Buffalo,
NY, for his medical internship followed by completion of his Neurology residency at St. Louis University
in 1974. He practiced Neurology for 48 years in Flint, MI. During that time frame, he not only cared for
innumerable patients, he served as Chief of Staff at McLaren Medical Center, pioneered the introduction
of CT scanner and MRI machines to mid-Michigan, and trained generations of medical residents.

After many attempts, the love of his life, Anjana Abrol, a medical school classmate, agreed to marry him
on October 27, 1970. Together, they raised their son, Amit, as well as empowered many family members
and those in the Flint community.

Dev is a light hearted soul with many passions. They included telling jokes, golfing at Flint Golf Club,
reading thrilling novels, calling his friends, drawing "New-Yorker" esque cartoons, and watching hours of
Netflix with his wife. In fact, at any waking moment, he was usually combining them: making golf
drawings, joking with his friends, and reading on his living room couch while next to Anjana.

He’s known for his quick wit, bright personality, infectious smile, and genuine desire to help anyone as
he can. Even Dev’s simplest acts were known to have a great impact. Dev’s spirit lives on with his wife
Anjana, son Amit, daughter-in-law Kristin, siblings Kamal, Ramesh, Narinder, and Shashi as well as
several cousins, nieces, and nephews.
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Dr. Edgardo Gaddi Paguio
Dr. Edgardo Gaddi Paguio, age 80, of Grand Blanc, Michigan passed away on Thursday, September 1, 2022.

Edgardo was born December 26, 1941, in Manila Philippines to the late Dr. Angel and Priscilla (Gaddi) Paguio.
Edgardo had many career accomplishments, including a Medical Doctorate from the University of Santo Tomas,
Manila, Philippines; general practice in the Philippines from 1964 - 1966; medical certification from the American
Board of Radiology in 1973; Section Chief of Angiography and Special Procedures Section at the University of
Illinois, as well as Consultant in Angiography in Chicago, Illinois from 1972 - 1974; Staff Radiologist at Theodore
Sachs Clinic in Chicago, Illinois from 1972 - 1974, and at Hurley Medical Center from 1974-1984; Partner
Radiologist at Diagnostic Radiology Associates of Flint, P.C. 1984 - 1993, and at Associated Radiologists of Flint,
P.C. from 1994 - 2018.

Dr. Edgardo Paguio was a well-respected physician that was involved in many memberships, including the
American College of Radiology, American Medical Association, American Roentgen Ray Society, Genesee County
Medical Society, Michigan State Medical Society, Michigan Radiological Society, American Institute of Ultrasound
in Medicine and Radiology Society of North America. He earned many prestigious awards, most notably the
Excellence in Residency Teaching Award, 1999 - 2015, Michigan State University, Flint area Medical Education in
Diagnostic Radiology. In 2010, he was appointed as Clinical Assistant Professor in the Department of Radiology at Michigan State University
In addition to being a renowned radiologist that was
College of Human Medicine.
appreciated and respected by his patients, residents and peers,
he was also a passionate artist. His mediums included acrylic
painting, sculpting and assemblage art of which he has created
hundreds of works. He also enjoyed woodworking and had a
deep passion for gardening where he would spend endless
hours in the yard.

Edgardo was a wise, confident, intelligent, and most generous
human being. He was devoted to his duties as a husband, son,
father, brother, grandfather, and friend. His love for fishing and
traveling with his family provided endless memories. He
especially loved to travel with his beloved wife to Australia,
New Zealand, Tasmania, and Europe. He was so loved,
cherished, and appreciated by his family, friends, colleagues,
and community. He will be deeply missed by all.

Edgardo is preceded in death by his son Edward Lyn Paguio,
and parents, Dr. Angel and Priscilla Paguio. He is survived by
his beloved wife of 56 years: Alegria; children: Michael Paguio
(Char Smith), Cecilia (John) Garbo and their children Eric and
Danielle, Emmanuel (Adriana) Paguio and their children Alexa
and Tristan, Ronald (Kristi) Paguio, and Sarah (Aaron) Sutter;
sisters: Erlinda Paguio and Emylene Paguio.
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