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     GENESEE COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY  

  Organized Medicine’s Leading Edge  

Since 1841 

 

Another Big  thank you       

to our 

2022 President’s Ball  

Sponsors! 

Thank you for partnering 

with us! 

 

Are Physician Services  

   Being Devalued? 

- - - 

The Mako Orthopedic Robot 

 is Available in Genesee County 

- - - 

Your Virtual Tour of the Gene-

see County  

Free Medical Clinic 

- - - 

**Save the Date: 

GCMS Town Hall Meeting 

March 22, 2023 @ 7pm       

Physician Burn Out 

Via Zoom 

http://www.gcms.org
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Our Vision  

That the Genesee County Medical Society maintain its position as the premier medical society by advocating on behalf of its 
physician members and patients.  

Our Mission  

The mission of the Genesee County Medical Society is leadership, advocacy, education, and service on behalf of its members and 
their patients.  

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  PLEASE NOTE  

The GCMS Nominating Committee seeks input from members for nominations for the GCMS Presidential Citation for Lifetime 
Community Service. The Committee would like to be made aware of candidates for consideration.  

By subscription $60 per year. Member subscription included with Society dues. Contributions to  
THE BULLETIN are always welcome. Forward news extracts or material of interest to the staff before the 1st of the month. All 
statements or comments in THE BULLETIN are the statements or opinions of the writers and are not necessarily the opinion of 

the Genesee County Medical Society . 
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President’s Message   

 

Is There Common Ground? 

 

Over the past two decades, we have seen physician reimbursement adjustments advance at a much 

slower rate than that of inflation, and this was when inflation was close to 2%. Looking at the Medicare 

Trustees Report in the Federal Register from 2001 to 2020, the consumer price index increased by 45%, 

hospital reimbursement was a 55-60%, physician costs were up 38%, and physician’s reimbursements 

increased only by 7% (Figure 1).  It is clear from this data that physician services are gradually being  

devalued relative to inflation. As reimbursement is determined by relative value units (RVUs), we work 

as a divided house to establish the value of our work by specialty. Although this effort is worthwhile, it 

does not change the fact that decisions have been made to reduce our overall reimbursement relative 

to inflation.   The Medicare Payment Advisory Commission had recommended freezing Medicare     

physician payments for 2023 (an increase was recommended for 2024).  This was despite substantially 

higher inflation and a healthcare labor shortage.  We have also seen multiple occasions where payment 

cuts were delayed by Congress in the past, spared by last minute political wrangling.  We celebrate 

these events, but should try instead to understand how we ended up as the ones on the chopping 

block. 

Figure 1. 

http://www.gcms.org
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As a group, we physicians have been willing to acquiesce to whatever cuts come our way.  Unlike the 

hospital and pharmaceutical industries, we have not been effective in making our political voice or 

clout felt. This is, in my opinion, due to our paltry and  fractured support of the political system.  We 

spend only a small  fraction of what the pharmaceuticals and hospitals spend, and we lack a common 

message.   

 

We physicians are the most highly educated, trained, and accomplished of the spectrum of medical 

care providers.  We are  obligated to work in the interests of our patients. We, therefore, are the ones 

that make critical decisions regarding patient care.  However, our place as the tip of the spear of     

medical decision making is being actively eroded by insurance administrators, hospitals, and other   

providers.  If we believe that critical medical decisions should be in the hands of the most qualified, 

then we need to make sure that our status is not diminished. We need to make sure that we have a 

common message and common ground.  We need to express our political weight with engagement and 

investment in politics at all levels. 

 

First and foremost, our message should be that the work of physicians is not of lesser value than that of 

hospital industry or the pharmaceutical industry.  The political decisions to devalue our reimbursement 

need to be recalibrated with the understanding that we are not the path of least resistance.  We also 

need to ensure that patient care is not jeopardized by industrial actions to cut costs such as replacing a 

physician with a mid-level provider with full independence. 

 

The only way for us to get to common ground is first to realize that our work is being devalued and to 

then find the will to make the necessary investments to ensure that our voice is heard and our political 

weight felt.  I would encourage all of our members to  consider this and act. We need to increase our 

membership in organizations like GCMS, where we are not segregated into  subspecialties. We need to 

fund the Michigan Doctors’ Political Action Committee (MDPAC) and seek the same consideration     

hospitals get.  The alternative is to continue to see our relative reimbursement and decision making 

abilities continue to be eroded. 

Paul Kocheril, MD 

http://www.gcms.org
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Legislative Liaison  

February 6, 2023 

8:00 a.m. 

  

Practice Managers 

February 9, 2022 

9:00 a.m.  

 

GCMS Membership Committee 

February 9, 2022 

7:00 p.m. 

 

Medical Society Foundation 

February 15, 2022 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Board of Directors 

February 28, 2022 

6:00 p.m. 

 

*All meetings are via Zoom unless otherwise noted 

http://www.gcms.org
http://wachler.com/
http://www.wachler.com/
http://gcms.org/
https://www.potterandroose.com/
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GCMS can help YOUR PRACTICE 

meet the ADA requirements  

and provide impeccable services to your patients 

at a DISCOUNTED price! 

Genesee County Medical Society Members  

receive a discount for language services! 

To become a GCMS member, 

or to receive details about  

this discounted service 

Please contact : 

ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org 

   NEW BENEFIT 

FOR 

 MEMBERS! 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 

The Mako Orthopedic Robot is Available in Genesee County 

 
One of the newest developments in technology for orthopedic surgery has been the evolution of Robotic        

Assisted surgery for joint replacement  procedures.  The Stryker MAKO Robotic System obtained FDA approval in   

August of 2015, as a  robotic assisted orthopedic surgical assist. 

 

The MAKO SmartRobotics System combines three key components: 
1. A 3D CT based preoperative plan 
2. AccuStop haptic technology 
3. Data analytics 

This is put into 1 platform for greater surgical precision and improved patient   outcomes.  

 

The MAKO System utilizes a 3-Dimensional(3D) CT study as a preoperative guide. This offers a plan unique 

to each patient that the surgeon can review  before the surgical procedure. Additionally, MAKO allows for       

accurate and  optimal implant positioning unique for each patient. This can mean preserving soft tissues for 

some patients; for others, saving healthy bone. 

 

The surgeon is in control of the robotic system, maneuvering it with their hands and utilizing the feedback from 

the AccuStop haptics for a more accurate   placement of the hip or knee implant. By guiding the                        

physician during surgery with the robotic assist arm, Mako’s AccuStop™ technology allows the surgeon 

to cut precisely and cut less, preserving bone. 

  

The advantage of the MAKO System is greater precision and customization for Knee & Hip replacement           

surgery.   The goal of the Mako System is to provide  additional flexibility and better fit by providing more       

precision and consistency during placement.  This may lead to less wear and tear over the life of the artificial 

joint.   
 

There are only approximately 1400 MAKO Robotic Assist Systems used worldwide.   I am very pleased this   tech-

nology is available in Genesee County. 

 

This article was written in collaboration with Dr. Seann Willson. 

For comments or questions please contact: 

executivedirector@gcms.org 

DAVID HOFF, MA, CCP   SEANN WILLSON, MD 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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Photo provided by the Stryker Corporation 

http://www.gcms.org
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ATTENTION: PRACTICE MANAGERS  

AND OFFICE STAFF! 

Genesee County Medical Society addresses issues of concern  

for medical professionals! 

Please join GCMS and SOVITA in monthly meetings for 

practice managers and office staff of all member physicians. 

Please email executivedirector@gcms.org to  RSVP,  

YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZOOM INVITE 

 

             

NEXT MEETING DATE:    

     February 9, 2023  9:00 A.M. 

                              You do not want your Practice Manager to miss  out  

on these valuable meetings! 

 & 

9:00 A.M. 

Via Zoom 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org.
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org.
https://www.sovitacu.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.hoffshealthybooks.com/
mailto:kendall@completewa.com
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     Do you have an advertising NEED? 

• Are you a Physician and you are a member of 

GCMS and you have a new practice in Michigan? 

• Do you have a medical practice and you are a 

member of GCMS and your office has relocated? 

• Do you have a business that serves Michigan and  

business slow? 

    Let Genesee County Medical Society help! 

  

 1/2-page ad   $195/month 

 3/4-page ad   $290/month 

 Full page ad   $350/month 

 A link to the business website or email can be added for NO additional fee.  

 

 

to connect with GCMS, we can provide your advertising needs! 

 

 

Genesee County Medical Society Bulletin 

(ONLINE MAGAZINE) 

Your ad will be featured in the Genesee County Medical Society monthly bulletin that is provided to 

1,500+ viewers.  The Bulletin can also be found on the GCMS website, and is also published 

through Calameo virtual magazine. (HTTPS://En.Calameo.com/) 

**all ads placed by Physicians or Medical Practices must have a GCMS membership. 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.msms.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.hurleymc.com/services/hurley-childrens-hospital/
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.karmanos.org/flintcancer
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.pmcpo.com/
hearttohearthospice.com
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.residentialhealthcaregroup.com/
https://www.umflint.edu/graduateprograms/physician-assistant-ms/
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THANK YOU TO ALL 

OF OUR 

2023 Sponsors! 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.hap.org/
http://www.genhs.org/
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 Your Membership at Work 

 GCMS hosts monthly Practice Manager’s meeting discussing 

complicated insurance issues in round table discussions 

with various insurance companies.  If you find on-going  

insurance issues, please reach out to GCMS staff at      

executivedirector@gcms.org and we can connect that       

insurance company representative with our hard working 

Practice Managers. 

 GCMS staff helped Genesee County residents with contacts, 

resources and explanations. 

 GCMS Membership Committee has collaborated and has a plan 

   in place to reach out to and meet with various  

   practices in Genesee County.  If you have colleagues 

that are not yet GCMS members, please connect with them!  

A flyer of GCMS benefits can be provided to you. 

 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.therybargroup.com/
https://therybargroup.com/
https://therybargroup.com/
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
http://www.hap.org/
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Your Virtual Tour of the Genesee County Free Medical Clinic 

 

Have you ever wondered what we do here at the Genesee County Free Medical Clinic? Today I’m honored with being your 

virtual tour guide. 

The mission of the Genesee County Free Medical Clinic (GCFMC) is to provide quality health care to the employed uninsured 

without regard to race, creed and ethnicity in a safe environment and respectful manner. 

Patients are seen at the free clinic by appointment only.  The staff will make sure the patient qualifies for care first.  This 

means verifying the patient is within 300% of the federal poverty level and uninsured.  During the patients first visit, they 

will be asked to provide documentation to verify their patient eligibility. 

The GCFMC uses an electronic medical records system called E-Medical Notes.  The staff consists of physicians, nurses and 

pharmacists who volunteer their time to help our patients.  Medical Director, Robert Gildersleeve, MD, works with McLaren 

Residents to deliver Top-notch health care.  Additional primary health care physicians volunteer the first Tuesday evening of 

each month. 

Walking into the clinic, the reception area is welcoming.  Patients are invited to complete a social determinants survey to 

help our healthcare team obtain a comprehensive picture of roadblocks like food, clothing, housing, and mental health con-

cerns that are obstacles to the patients’ path to recovery.  In response to the survey, the clinic has clothing, home essentials 

and other resources available in the reception area for patients to take as needed at no charge.  These items are donated by 

churches, community groups and individuals. 

Not every patient can be seen inside the clinic.  If a patient has symptoms that may be contagious, they are directed to the 

telehealth option for a physician visit via Doxyme.  This tool is also helpful in certain situations when transportation is an 

issue.  When the patient visits the clinic in person, their first interaction is typically with a nursing student or medical stu-

dent who obtains initial data and vitals on the patient to document for the physicians.  The resident will see the patient and 

bring the Medical Director or Attending physician in to prepare a plan of care for each patient.  A plan of care is decided by 

the team.  Prescriptions may be given if needed, however, our clinic does not supply or provide patients with controlled 

substances.  If needed, a patient may get a referral to one of our volunteer specialty physicians.  We also have the ability to 

refer out for imaging to either Regional Medical Imaging or Greater Flint Imaging.  Lastly if laboratory testing is needed, like 

a blood draw for example, the patient will be sent to McLaren Lab. Once a discharge plan for the patient is made with the 

team, the nurse will provide that patient with required education.  Along with instruction, the patient receives supplies and 

or equipment in addition to prescriptions.  The clinic also provides those patients who are having trouble with food insecuri-

ties a package of necessary food staples to feed them and their family. 

A follow-up visit is scheduled as needed. Correspondence or continuum of care is provided with other healthcare partners 

for the patient and based on the patient need, the patient may be made an appointment to see a Genesee Health Plan 

(GHP) the Food Bank or a staff member to help them obtain community services or more importantly permanent health 

and/or mental health care.  Some patients are new to the area and do not have an identification verifying their Genesee 

County Status.  We provide information to help them get identification via the First Presbyterian Church.  We partner with 

the United Way of Genesee County to provide patients with complementary bus passes to get their lab work done, go to 

referral appointment, or simply follow-up at the GCFMC. 

 

Guest Article 

http://www.gcms.org
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The team of caregivers at the Free Clinic outlined above just scratch the surface of the volunteers and partners that work to en-

sure the success our patients experience to take control of their health.  On that note, did I mention that the above services for 

our patients receive are FREE?!   

The work we do would not be possible without the help from volunteers or without the funding from our one, annual fundraiser - 

The Healing Hands 5k Run/Walk.  Mark your calendars! It takes place on the third Saturday in May every year.  We receive addi-

tional help from our grantors, corporate donors, and personal donors.  

The care for the Genesee County Community does not end there.  Once a month at the Free Clinic the Genesee County Stroke 

Coalition provides a free stroke screening for anyone who attends to assess the risk of stroke or heart disease.  Genesee County 

Health Department hosts a special morning clinic for STI testing and quarterly vaccine clinics.  Genesee Health Plan (GHP) pro-

vides education, wise woman, and other educational opportunities for our patients and Genesee County Residents. 

I hope this virtual tour was helpful, but if you ever would like an in-person tour, please do not hesitate to ask.  It would be my 

pleasure to show you around and introduce you to our wonderful staff and volunteers. 

Stacey Doyle, Executive Director  
Genesee County Free Medical Clinic 
810-235-4211 Ext 208 

  

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.gcfmc.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.commit2fit.com/
https://www.umflint.edu/reccenter/virtual-fitness
https://crim.org/mindfulness/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCRyHQ2bu3Wbc5J5UrZAm1nw/videos
https://ymca360.org/
https://www.arthritis.org/search/results?query=online%20exercises
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/c2fprograms
http://www.commit2fit.com/
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  For Daily Genesee County Covid-19 Numbers 

 For Reporting  

For State of Michigan Covid-19 Information 

http://www.gcms.org
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
mailto:gchd-cd@gchd.us
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-530653--,00.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.gfhc.org/CHAPreferrals
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.gfhc.org/


 

January 2023   THE GCMS BULLETIN 30 

Tinsi Kline – President  

THE ALLIANCE FOCUS 

 

Happy 2023 to One and All! 

 

Here's to a great New Year and a fond farewell to the old; 

here's to the things that are yet to come, and to the memories               
that we hold! 

  

Alliance members created many fond memories at our meetings and social 
gatherings in 2022, including a wonderful International Luncheon at the beautiful 

home of Vijay Sayal’s, a fun and informative tour of the new Sloan Museum of     
Discovery and other social get-togethers including a beautiful holiday lunch at  

Warwick CC to end the year.   

 

We also supported great causes such as the Reach Out and Read program, 
Peace and Unity Day, the Food Bank of Eastern Michigan’s Senior Grocery Box    

program, the YWCA SafeHouse Shelter and families in need at the Boys & Girls 
Club of Greater Flint.  How wonderful to make a difference in our community! 

 

Neighborhood coffees will get us together through the winter,                  
and then it is almost spring!  

http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.genhs.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.msms.org/safehaven
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http://www.gcms.org
https://connect.msms.org/Membership/Join
https://connect.msms.org/Membership/Join

