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President’s Message 

It has been an honor to serve as President of the Genesee County Medical Society for the past year.   I have learned 
a lot from those already involved in organized medicine and have a new appreciation for the need for physician  
organizations advocating for the place of physicians in the healthcare environment. 
 
 
Some highlights of the last year include our passing of a resolution joining medical organizations around the world in 
demanding increased humanitarian access into Gaza and protecting healthcare workers in the conflict zone.    
 
This crisis has been particularly traumatic to our community as many physicians have close family and friends from 
the region.   Many Flint area physicians also travelled to serve those suffering in the crisis, a testament to the  
moral integrity of our physician community. 
 
 
The GCMS also organized a statewide CME program on Pain management in the spring which was well attended 
and cosponsored by multiple other county medical societies but led by our very own David Hoff.  GCMS members 
actively participated in the MSMS house of delegates meeting in various capacities including as reference committee 
members, officers, regional directors and delegates.   
 
 
Finally, the upcoming President's Ball seems to be a fitting way to end the year.  Once again, it’s been an honor to 
serve in this position among some amazing colleagues representing the very rich and robust medical community in 
the greater Flint area. 

DR. MACKSOOD AFTAB, D.O. 

http://www.gcms.org
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Practice Managers 

   November 14h , 2024 

9:00 A.M. 

 

 

Physician and Legislative Forum Meeting 

February 3rd, 2025 

8:00 A.M. 

 

Medical Society Foundation Board Meeting 

January 15th, 2025 

6:00 p.m. 

 

    Board of Directors 

January 28,  2025  

6:00 P.M. 

 

 

*All meetings are via Zoom unless otherwise noted 

 

http://www.gcms.org
http://wachler.com/
http://www.wachler.com/
http://gcms.org/
https://www.potterandroose.com/
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Executive Director’s Message 

In Memory of Dr. Venkat Rao 

A Lasting Legacy 

 

   Entering my fifth year as Executive Director for the Genesee County Medical Society, I am still enjoying  

new experiences.  Most weeks I am invited to new events and places, I never know where the position  

of Executive Director will take me.   

     Networking and meeting new people are one of the best aspects of this position for GCMS. 

  In September 2024, I was contacted by Lennetta Coney, the President of the Foundation for Mott  

Community College.   Lennetta invited me to attend the October 2024 Mott Community College Board of 

 Directors meeting.   

      My presence was requested to observe a very special proposal and vote for board approval.   

   Monday October 7, 2024, I attended the Mott Community College board meeting at the Mott Event  

Center.   I was joined by Dr. Rama Rao and Lennetta Coney for the evening. 

The Mott College Board of Directors meeting began promptly at 5:30 pm, opening with a forum of public 

 comments.   Shortly after the meeting began, the electricity went out on the entire campus. 

As time was spent waiting for restoration of electricity, I took advantage of the free time with the Mott  

Board of Directors.  I had an opportunity to meet and conversate with Mott Board of Directors Chair,  

Andy Everman. 

The Mott College interim President Shaunda Richardson – Snell introduced herself and I spoke to her a  

period of time.    Two new people to network with, while representing the Genesee County Medical  

Society.    

The Board meeting was then cancelled and rescheduled for October 8, 2024 when electricity was  

scheduled to be restored. 

    I attended the Mott Board of Directors meeting for the second consecutive evening October 8, 2024 at 
the Regional Technology Center (RTC Building).   Once again, I was joined by Dr. Rama Rao and  

Lennetta Coney to observe this historic Board vote for Mott Community College. 

http://www.gcms.org
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        DAVID HOFF, MA, CCP 

The Board Meeting started promptly at 5:30 pm with continuation of public comments.   

 Approximately 7:00 pm, the Mott College Board was presented to change the name of the building 
on campus, “The Mott Eats Food Pantry” . 

To “The Venkat K. Rao Eats Food Pantry”.   The Board vote was unanimous in favor of changing the 
building name.   

 Dr. Rao thought students performed best with nourishment, he was very supportive of the Mott Eats 
Food Pantry. 

Dr. Venkat Rao was President of the Genesee County Medical Society 2010 -2011.  Dr. Rao remained 
very active with the Genesee County Medical Society and the Michigan State Medical Society. 

Dr. Rao passed away unexpectedly June 3, 2023, due to a motor vehicle accident. 

The memory and legacy of GCMS Past President Venkat Rao, MD will be forever memorialized at 
Mott Community College.   

The Venkat K Rao Eats Food Pantry is located on the main campus of Mott Community College in 
Flint. 

 

http://www.gcms.org
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In Memory of Dr. Venkat Rao  

  Dr. Rama Rao and David Hoff  

 Dr. Rama Rao & Lennetta Coney 

http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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msmsminsurance.org 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:msms@msmsinsurance.org
file:///C:/Users/theke/Documents/MSMSINSURANCE.ORG
file:///C:/Users/theke/Documents/msmsminsurance.org
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        PRESIDENT’S BALL 2024!!!!!! 

PLEASE PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS 

TODAY . JOIN US FOR A FUN FILLED 

EVENING HONORING OUTGOING 

PRESIDENT DR. MACKSOOD AFTAB. 

NOVEMBER 2, 2024 @ 5 PM AT  

THE SLOAN MUSEAM OF  

DISCOVERY , 1221 E. KEARSLEY 

FLINT, MI 48503 

THERE IS STILL TIME TO GET 

YOUR TICKETS!!!!! 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:kendall@completewa.com
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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http://www.gcms.org
https://genhs.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:christine@sccmedialsociety.com
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WHO-commissioned review finds no connection between cellphone use, brain 
cancer. 

 
 

The Washington Post (9/3, Pannett) reports, “A review commissioned by the 
World Health Organization into the potential risks of cellphone radiation has 

found no connection between cellphone use and brain cancer, even for people 
who spend all day glued to their smartphone.” Eleven experts “looked at 5,000 

studies published between 1994 and 2022, narrowing in on 63 for their final anal-
ysis.” The experts “found the risk of brain cancer did not increase, even with pro-
longed cellphone use (defined as 10 years or more), among those who spent a 

lot of time on their cellphones, or for people who made a lot of calls.” The experts 
“also found no increased risks of leukemia or brain cancer in children exposed to 
radio or TV transmitters or cellphone towers.” The findings were published in En-

vironment International. 

http://www.gcms.org
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024090403ama&r=10945205-a33f&l=014-896&t=c
https://mailview.bulletinhealthcare.com/mailview.aspx?m=2024090403ama&r=10945205-a33f&l=015-b8d&t=c
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October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

In recognition of Breast Cancer Awareness Month, the Michigan 
State Medical Society (MSMS) would like to share information on 
some key breast cancer resources for health care professionals and 
patients. Check out the links below for useful materials. 

Resources for Health Care Professionals: 

The Michigan Cancer Consortium 
ACS and ASCO Flyer 

CDC Health Care Provider Resources 

National Cancer Institute Breast Cancer Risk Assessment Tool 

National Surgical Adjuvant Breast and Bowel Project 

American Cancer Society Information for Health Care Professionals 

MDHHS Cancer Genomics Program: Resources for Health Care Pro-
viders 

Resources for Patients: 

American Cancer Society Information for Patients 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Navigation Program 

National Breast Cancer Foundation 

Susan G. Komen® Tools and Resources 

MSMS would also like to highlight the work of YesRx, Michigan’s 
Cancer Drug Repository Network. Their efforts are helping Michi-
gan patients in need obtain unused and unopened cancer medi-
cations for free. It is reported that 50 million people in the Unit-
ed States skip medication due to cost. Since its inception in June 
of 2023, YesRx has given away over $7 million in donated can-
cer drugs, which has helped more than 1,000 patients receive 
the treatment they need. To learn more: 

Click here for information on how to donate cancer medication  
Click here for information on donation requirements  

 

http://www.gcms.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/chronicdiseases/cancer/mcc/the-michigan-cancer-consortium
https://www.cancer.org/content/dam/cancer-org/cancer-control/en/booklets-flyers/cancer-org-website-resources-for-health-care-providers.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/cancer/hcp/communication-resources/index.html
https://bcrisktool.cancer.gov/
http://www.nsabp.pitt.edu/
https://www.cancer.org/health-care-professionals.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/childrenfamilies/hereditary/genomics/brca/hereditary-cancer/resources-for-providers
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/adult-child-serv/childrenfamilies/hereditary/genomics/brca/hereditary-cancer/resources-for-providers
https://www.cancer.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/breast-cancer/index.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/chronicdiseases/spotlight/breast-and-cervical-cancer-control-navigation-program
https://www.nationalbreastcancer.org/
https://www.komen.org/support-resources/tools/
https://yesrx.org/
https://yesrx.org/donatemedication
https://yesrx.org/s/Donate-Patient-FAQ-4x6.pdf


 

OCTOBER 2024 THE GCMS BULLETIN 17 

Breast Cancer Awareness: Understanding the Importance and Impact 

October is Breast Cancer Awareness Month, a time dedicated to educating  

people about breast cancer, promoting early detection, and supporting those 

affected by this disease. With 1 in 8 women diagnosed in their lifetime,  

awareness is crucial for effective prevention and treatment. 

The Importance of Early Detection : 

Early detection significantly increases the chances of successful treatment.  

Mammograms, recommended annually for women starting at age 40, can  

identify tumors before they  become palpable. Self-examinations are also vital;  

women should familiarize themselves with their breasts to notice any changes. 

Knowing one’s status can alleviate anxiety. Early detection often leads to 

quicker intervention, which can be reassuring for patients. 

Our Medical Providers should strongly encourage early detection of breast 

 cancer because it significantly improves treatment outcomes and survival 

rates. 

Numerous organizations provide support, education, and funding for research, 

such as the American Cancer Society. They offer resources for patients and  

families, including support groups and financial assistance. 

Free breast cancer screening is coming soon in Flint: 

A free breast cancer screening will take place on October 24 in Flint. For more 

information, contact GHCI at (810) 762-8226. 

Karmanos Cancer Institute at McLaren Flint: This institute offers advanced 

 Cancer care and treatment plans. They also have a Breast Nurse Navigator 

who can  Provide assistance, education, and emotional support. 

DAVID HOFF, MA, CCP 

http://www.gcms.org
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Website: 
www.geneseecountymi.gov  

 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:GCHD-CD@geneseecountymi.gov
http://www.geneseecountymi.gov
http://www.geneseecountymi.gov
https://www.geneseecountymi.gov/
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BCBSM - Coming Soon: New Member Site Features will give Patients Better 
Insight into Prior Authorization, Referral Process 

  

BCBSM member site at bcbsm.com will acquire three new enhancements that are scheduled to launch in 
October 2024. 

  

The following new features are designed to provide members with greater transparency into the prior au-
thorization and referral process: 

1. Notifications sent to members by email, text message or mobile app, indicating when a prior authori-
zation or referral request: 

• Was received 

• Is in review 

• Has been approved, partially approved or not approved 

 

• The ability for members to view real-time status updates for submitted prior authorization and referral 
requests through an at-a-glance status tracker 

• Additional information and guidance added to help members understand the prior authorization and 
referral process, and what it means for them 

Changes to Blue Cross Complete’s Health Care Coverage Area 

  

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) has awarded Blue Cross Complete 
(BCC) the opportunity to provide health care coverage in three new regions across the state. 
  

This expansion will increase BCC’s service area from 32 to 58 counties. 
  

Effective October 1, 2024, BCC coverage area will include: 
• Region 2 (Northwest Michigan) 
• Region 3 (Northeast Michigan) 
• Region 5 (East Central Michigan) 
  

Additionally, MDHHS did not renew BCC’s contract for Region 7, which includes, 
Clinton, Eaton, and Ingham counties. However, BCC will not terminate physician agreements. Physicians in 
Region 7 can continue to service BCC members to help ensure continuity of care during this period. BCC 
will remain committed to supporting members and physicians through this change and will provide further 
updates, as necessary. 

http://www.gcms.org
https://elink.clickdimensions.com/c/7/eyJhaSI6OTI2MTc2ODMsImUiOiJqc2FuZGVyc0BnY21zLm9yZyIsInJpIjoiY29udGFjdC1mNDMxYWFkMTJkOTJlYjExODEwZTAwMGQzYTAxY2ZkMy0yMjljYTQxNGE4YjE0NzQwODJmMTY1OTM1NTc0NTczOSIsInJxIjoiMDItYjI0MjU1LTM2NDZhNThhYzUyNjQ1ZDRhNTE2ZjRlZDljY2NiY
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:https://www.hurleymc.com/
mailto:https://www.hurleymc.com/
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I had the pleasure of celebrating the Dedication Ceremony for Grant Fisher, 2-time bronze medalist at the 2024 Paris Olympics at 

the Ascension Genesys Health Club in September. There were several people from the community that were there to congratulate 

and help celebrate Grant and his accomplishments over the years. Listening to everyone tell stories of how Grant became to be the 

extraordinary person/athlete that he is today was very motivating and encouraging for the young and the old that were there, and 

you could feel the community coming together. Grant took the time to take photos and talk to each one of us, including myself! 

From the Mayor of Grand Blanc to Sheriff Swanson to many influential figures in the City and State of Michigan, thank you Grant 

for putting Grand Blanc, MI on the map. Cannot wait to see what he will do in the 2028 Olympics in Los Angeles California!  

CONGRATULATIONS again Grant. We are all so proud of you!  

Melissa Keller, Executive Assistant– GCMS 

http://www.gcms.org
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You are cordially invited to : 

 

Genesee County Medical Society/Genesee County Medical Socie-
ty Alliance   

2024 President’s Ball 

Honoring GCMS President  Dr. Macksood Aftab 

 
November 2, 2024 @ 5:00 P.M. 

Sloan Museum of Discovery 

1221 E. Kearsley Street 

Flint, MI 48503 

(You will receive an invoice for the amount of tickets purchased) 

$95.00 Per Ticket 

Please R.S.V.P  

executivedirector@gcms.org 

By October 19th, 2024 

(Black Tie Optional) 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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ATTENTION: PRACTICE MANAGERS  

AND OFFICE STAFF! 

Genesee County Medical Society addresses issues of concern  

for medical professionals! 

Please join GCMS and SOVITA in monthly meetings for 

practice managers and office staff of all member physicians. 

Please email executivedirector@gcms.org to  RSVP,  

YOU WILL RECEIVE A ZOOM INVITE 

 

             

NEXT MEETING DATE:    

                      November 14thth,  2024— 9:00 A.M. 

                   You do not want your Practice Manager to miss  out  

                                                        on these valuable meetings! 

 & 

9:00 A.M. 

**Via 

Zoom 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org.
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.sovitacu.org/
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http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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GCMSA FOCUS ALLIANCE 

Joy-Dawn Hardman, President GCMSA 

The fall season has officially begun, and our activities are already in full swing.  
 
On September 24th, we kicked off with the International Luncheon, graciously  
hosted by Ruqsana Ahmed at her home in Ortonville. There was an array of  
diverse dishes that highlighted the richness of our cultures, as well as a saree for 
each guest.  
 
The Peace and Unity Day Celebration took place on October 5th at the University of  
Michigan - Flint. We were proud to once again support the Essay Writing  
competition with scholarship awards, reinforcing our dedication to education and 
youth.  
 
Our next general membership meeting will be October 22nd at the Flint Institute of 
Art for a guided tour of Pick of the Litter: Cats & Dogs in Art. This meeting offers a 
chance for members to reconnect, share ideas, and continue working towards our 
goals.  
 
The book club will meet on October 29th at the Flint Public Library. We will be  
discussing The Women by Kristin Hannah. 
 
On November 2nd, we are thrilled to join in celebration of Dr. Macksood Aftab at the 
President's Ball. This is a joint event with GCMS, at the Sloan Museum of  
Discovery.  
 
Finally, the next virtual board meeting will be on November 12th at 4:30 pm, where 
we will continue to plan and organize our upcoming initiatives. 
 
We look forward to seeing everyone at these events as we embrace the fall  
season with a spirit of unity, learning, and celebration. 

http://www.gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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 Your Membership at Work 

http://www.gcms.org
http://www.hoffshealthybooks.com/
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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The President's Ball is approaching  

quickly, if you would like to PURCHASE A  

TICKET , YOU STLL HAVE TIME…...please click the 
link below. Thank you for your  

support!  

It will be at The Sloan Museum of  

Discovery.  

Just click the link at the bottom of the page! 

Thank you!  

PRESIDENT’S BALL,  

NOVEMBER 2, 2024!!! 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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http://www.gcms.org
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  For Daily Genesee County Covid-19 Numbers 

 For Reporting  

For State of Michigan Covid-19 Information 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:gchd-cd@gchd.us
https://usafacts.org/visualizations/coronavirus-covid-19-spread-map/state/michigan/county/genesee-county/
https://gchd.us/coronavirus/
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus
mailto:GCHD-CD@gchd.us
https://www.bing.com/search?q=genesee+county+ny+covid+DAS&qs=n&form=QBRE&sp=-1&ghc=1&lq=0&pq=genesee+county+ny+covid+das&sc=10-27&sk=&cvid=6DD7D37BBB64400A816931F34128A579&ghsh=0&ghacc=0&ghpl=
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-530653--,00.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/0,5885,7-339-73971_4911_4914-545768--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/coronavirus/0,9753,7-406-98178_103214---,00.html
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GCMS can help YOUR PRACTICE 

meet the ADA requirements  

and provide impeccable services to your patients 

at a DISCOUNTED price! 

Genesee County Medical Society Members  

receive a discount for language services! 

To become a GCMS member, 

or to receive details about  

this discounted service 

Please contact : 

ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org 

   NEW BENEFIT 

FOR 

 MEMBERS! 

GCMS is very pleased to announce a relationship with Luna Language Services. 
Luna offers a number of different virtual options to assist physician offices with language interpretation services. 

As an added benefit to your GCMS Membership, a discount is now offered to all GCMS members utilizing  

Luna Virtual Language Services.   
Please contact David Hoff Executive Director to register your office for discounted services.  

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:ExecutiveDirector@GCMS.org
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http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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Did you know that all donations made to the Medical Society  

Foundation are 100% Tax-deductible? If you are interested in donating, or if 

you have any further questions, please contact  

executivedirector@gcms.org  Thank you!  

 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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     Do you have an advertising NEED? 

• Are you a Physician and you are a member of 

GCMS and you have a new practice in Michigan? 

• Do you have a medical practice and you are a 

member of GCMS and your office has relocated? 

• Do you have a business that serves Michigan and  

business slow? 

    Let Genesee County Medical Society help! 

  

 1/2-page ad   $195/month 

 3/4-page ad   $290/month 

 Full page ad   $350/month 

 A link to the business website or email can be added for NO additional fee.  

 

 

to connect with GCMS, we can provide your advertising needs! 

 

 

Genesee County Medical Society Bulletin 

(ONLINE MAGAZINE) 

Your ad will be featured in the Genesee County Medical Society monthly bulletin that is provided to 

1,500+ viewers.  The Bulletin can also be found on the GCMS website, and is also published 

through Calameo virtual magazine. (HTTPS://En.Calameo.com/) 

**all ads placed by Physicians or Medical Practices must have a GCMS membership. 

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:executivedirector@gcms.org
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http://www.gcms.org
http://www.msms.org/safehaven
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http://www.gcms.org
https://mcusercontent.com/2227d5860ba4da22e5fdc4299/files/6854e5d8-96da-c063-397c-afd1e4558f2e/Fall_4_Fitness_Challenge_Sponsorship_2024_1_.pdf
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http://www.gcms.org
https://www.samhsa.gov/medications-substance-use-disorders/waiver-elimination-mat-act
https://www.samhsa.gov/medications-substance-use-disorders/waiver-elimination-mat-act
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/pubs/docs/MATE_training.html
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/pubs/docs/MATE_Training_Letter_Final.pdf
mailto:to%20BPLHelp@michigan.gov.


 

OCTOBER 2024 THE GCMS BULLETIN 42 

 
 
 

DR. LOPEZ NEGRETE'S  
OBITUARY 

LOPEZ NEGRETE MD, Hugo M. of Clarkston; passed away on September 30, 2024 

surrounded by his family; age 78. Beloved husband of Donna for 52 years. Loving 

father of Erica (Michael Smith) Lopez Negrete-Smith, Carlos Lopez Negrete, and  

Diana (Michael McKeown) Lopez Negrete. Proud grandfather of Alexander Smith, 

Esperanza Lopez Negrete, and Justin Smith. Dearest brother of Elvira (late Jamie) 

Lopez Negrete Collantes, Patricia Lopez Negrete, Salvador Lopez Negrete, and T 

eresa (Jerry) Hemmert. Also survived by many loving nieces, nephews, extended 

family and friends. 

Dr. Lopez Negrete was a dedicated Neurosurgeon in the Flint area for over 40 

years. A man of strong faith, Dr. Lopez Negrete enjoyed reading, history, playing 

golf, cooking, and traveling. One of his most treasured trips was walking the  

Santiago de Compostela Pilgrimage in Spain with his brother, Salvador. He also 

loved taking dance classes with his wife Donna, listening to Mexican music from his 

youth, and long walks with his rescue dogs. Most importantly, Dr. Lopez Negrete 

loved spending time with family, often cooking wonderful family dinners paired 

with fine wine, good tequila, and lively conversation. 

http://www.gcms.org
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WWW.GCMS.ORG 

 

Genesee County Medical Society (GCMS) | Flint MI | 
Facebook  

CONNECT WITH US..  

http://www.gcms.org
mailto:membership@msms.org
https://il.linkedin.com/company/wix-com?trk=public_jobs_topcard_logo
mailto:membership@msms.org
http://WWW.GCMS.ORG
https://www.facebook.com/GCMS.org/
https://www.facebook.com/GCMS.org/
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